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NRC student wins

gold medal at Skillbuild

A student from the
Northern =~ Regional
College in Ballymena
has scooped a Gold
Medal for Lead
Sheetwork at the
Skillbuild NI
Competition.

Neil Laverty, a first

year student, is on the
Programme-Led

with over 100 of the top
construction appren-
tices competing to win
coveted titles in 13 dif-
ferent craft areas rang-
ing from brickwork to
wall and floor tiling.
The winners may
then go on to represent
Northern Ireland in the
UK Skillbuild Finals
and potentially the UK

Apprenticeships NI at WorldSkills.
training scheme which Skillbuild NI compe-
is funded by the tition test pieces are
Department for - designed to challenge
Employment and the ability of a
ing (DEL). - tices to follow detailed
Neil is celebrating his  instructions, produce
achievement with his accurate and neat work
fellow students and staff and be economical with
at the college. materials while workmg
The competition to strict timescales —
which yught essential requxrements

Construction appren-
tices from all over
Northern Ireland tested
their skills in the largest
multi-trade skills com-
petition in Northern
Ireland at South Eastern
Regional College

Providing a unique
stage to showcase excel-
lence and talent,
Skillbuild NI is held
annually each spring,

for today’s construction
industry.

The competition not
only encourages
trainees to improve
;h;gi:id own skﬂls,lbug

es an example 0!
the high quality work
being produced in
training organisations
across NI to meet local
industry skill needs.

Commending the
competitors on their

hard work and dedica-
tion shown in their area
of expertise, Alan
Shannon, the
Permanent Secretary at
the Department for
Employment and
Learning, said: "The
Skxllbmld Northern
Ireland  competition
allows our young
apprentices to demon-
strate that they have the
high level of skills
which our economy
needs to stay competi-
tive.

“Skillbuild, as with
St
a raising status
and standards of pro-
fessional and technical
education and training,
and industry benefits
from having more skil-
ful, highly motivated
staff."

He continued:
"Northern Ireland has a
proud record of success
in skills competitions at
a national and interna-
tional level.

“With 14 young peo-
ple from Northern
Ireland on the UK
Squad for WorldSkills
2011, the largest inter-

national skills competi-
tion which is being held
in London in October,
we look forward to
building upon past suc-
cesses, and hopefully
bringing home more
medals which will once
again prove that we
have a world class work-
force here in Northern
Ireland."”

David Cooper, chair-
man of Ski ulld NI,
said: “Skills competi-
tions are an excellent
way to showcase the
high level of technical
ability and occupational
competence of young
people within the con-
struction industry.

“Competitions such

bastlwsehaveama)or

role to play in stimulat-
ing interest by showing
the public just how
exciting, challenging
and rewarding a career
in construction can be.
Recruiting the talent of
the future is a challenge
our industry must meet
if we are to avoid the
skills gaps of the past.
“We are hopeful that
Northern Ireland can
once again produce
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medal winning mem-
bers of Team UK such

as Fermanagh ooa&pten—
tice Trevor Wi who
won a bronze medal in
joinery at the last

WorldSkills competition
held in Calgary in
Canada in 2009,

Ken Webb, Prmmpal
and Chief Executive of
SERC supported the
comments and added,
“It’s been an honour to
host this prestigious
competition.

“Skillbuild has m
110  young le,
embarking upon
construction careers,
the opportunity to
showcase their skills.
They have represented
the Further Education
sector extremely well
and the winners will
now go on to re
Northern Ireland in the
UK and further a field.

“We are delighted for
all the winners and wish
them every success in [
the UK final. I com-
mend also the commit- Neil Laverty NRC Ballymena student who won the gold medal in Lead
ment from  their Sheetwork at the Skmbuild NI Competition is congratulated by Tina
lecturers, family and Campbell. Neil is a first year student on the Programme-Led
friends .Who have been ApprenticeshipNI training scheme at the college which is funded by
supporting them.” the Department for Employment and Learning.
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